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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This communication is responsive to the Amendment filed 05/ 1 3/2008 . 

2. Claims 1-38 are pending in this application. Claims 1, 15 and 27 are independent 
claims. In the Amendment, claims 1, 2, 4, 8, 9-12, 15-24, and 27-36 were amended. 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be 
found in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, 
or composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain 
a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

5. Claims 1-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter, specifically a computer software product. 
Computer programs are not physical "things," nor are they statutory processes, as they 
are not "acts" being performed. Such claimed computer programs do not define any 
structural and functional interrelationships between the computer program and other 
claimed aspects of the invention which permit the computer program's functionality to be 
realized. In contrast, a claimed computer - readable medium encoded with a computer 
program defines structural and functional interrelationships between the computer 
program and the medium which permit the computer program's functionality to be 
realized, and is thus statutory. See MPEP §2106 Section IV.B.l(a). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. Claims 1-6,9-14, 15-18, 20-31, 33- 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Pugaczewski et al. (US Patent No.: 6,903,755). 

As to claim 1 , Pugaczewski discloses in a computer system having a graphical 
user interface (example, graphical user interface, see abstract), a method for generating 
topological and management information (example, the responsibility of the Information 
Manager (IM) is to maintain (create and update) the vendor independent topology of the 
network level view, see col., 8 line, 57-60) the method comprising: 

obtaining a request to generate application topological and management 
information corresponding to two or more sites associated with a network (example, such 
as the configuration manager operates to establish a connection across each subnet on the 
route by sending requests to element managers to program the subnet elements, see 
abstract) 

obtaining site attribute information corresponding to the two or more sites 
(example, such as configuration manager 248 requests the corresponding element 
management layer configuration manger 252 to program the subnet element 256 (at each 
subnet, with the appropriate element manager) in accordance with the routing information 
obtained from the information manager, see col., 15 lines61-67) 

processing the site attribute information to obtain site application topological and 
management information (example, such as the medium further comprises instructions 
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for operating a non-graphical background process for handing communication with the 
network management system, see col., 3 lines, 41-55); and 

generating the site topological and management information on the graphical user 
interface (example, such as instructions for establishing a connection between the 
graphical user interface and the network management system, see col, 3 lines, 41-55). 

As to claim 2 , Pugaczewski discloses wherein obtaining a request to generate 
application topological and management information includes: 

generating a display object on the graphical user interface, wherein the display 
object corresponds to a graphical control for initiating the generation of application 
topological and management information (example, such as the graphical interface 
includes at least one interface screen displaying information that directs a system user to 
select the first and second service access points. Further, displayed information directs, 
that is, provides the option to, the system user to initiate a connection build, see col, 3 
lines, 9-14); 

obtaining a user selection of the display object (example, such as the graphical 
interface includes at least one interface screen displaying information that directs a 
system user to select the first and second service access points, see col, 3 lines, 9-14) and 
generating the request to generate network information (example, such as The 
configuration manager operates to establish a connection across each subnet on the route 
by sending a request to the corresponding element manager to program the at least one 
subnet element, see col, 2 lines, 17-20). 
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As to claim 3, Pugaczewski discloses, wherein obtaining site attribute 
information corresponding to the two or more sites includes obtaining directory 
information identifying each of the two or more sites associated with the network 
(example, such as the Information Manager (IM) should be able to perform a path trace 
which is the identification of each cross connect, and VCL, end-to-end, see col, 9 lines, 
1-5). 

Claims 5, 17 and 29 are similar in scope to claim 3 respectively, and is therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

As to claim 4, Pugaczewski discloses, wherein processing the 
site attribute information to obtain site application topological and management 
information includes interactively identifying site connection information from the site 
attribute information for the two or more sites (example, such as the Information 
Manager (IM) should be able to perform a path trace which is the identification of each 
cross connect, and VCL, end-to-end, see col., 9 lines, 1-5). 

Claims 20 and 30 are similar in scope to claim 4 respectively, and is therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

As to claim 6, Pugaczewski discloses, wherein obtaining site attribute 
information corresponding to the two or more sites includes obtaining cost information 
for the connection information, wherein the cost information corresponds an estimated 
cost for transmitting data between two connected sites (example, such as the account 
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manager provides information such as a profile of the current set-up of an account, 
current services billed for, and month-to-date billing data, col, 22 lines, 48-55). 

Claims 1 8 and 3 1 are similar in scope to claim 6 respectively, and is therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

As to claim 9, Pugaczewski discloses wherein generating the site application 
topological and management information on the graphical user interface formatting the 
site topological and management information for display on a software application 
program (example, such as network hardware from different manufacturers can be 
inserted into the network with minimal changes to the software which controls the 
devices, see col, 2 lines, 1-2). 

Claims 21 and 33 are similar in scope to claim 9 respectively, and is therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

As to claim 10, Pugaczewski discloses wherein formatting the site application 
topological and management information for display includes generating an XML data 
stream for rendering by the software application program (example, such as 
communication with various databases, passing of data to/from GUI, see col, 22 lines, 1- 
7 and col, 9 lines, 40-45). 
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Claims 22 and 34 are similar in scope to claim 10 respectively, and is therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

As to claim 1 1 , Pugaczewski discloses further comprising obtaining a request to 
update the site application topological and management information (example, update, 
see Figure 18 (element 2)). 

Claims 23 and 35 are similar in scope to claim 1 1 respectively, and is therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

As to claim 12. Pugaczewski discloses, wherein obtaining a request to update the 
site application topological and management information includes: 
generating a second display object on the graphical user interface, wherein the second 
display object corresponds to a graphical control for updating the topological and 
management information (example, such as the at least one interface screen includes a 
provision screen that directs the system user to select the first and second service access 
points, see col, 3 lines, 56-67 and Figure 18); 

obtaining a user selection of the second display object (example, such as The 
graphical interface includes at least one interface screen displaying information that 
directs a system user to select the first and second service access points, see col, 3 lines, 
9-14); and 

generating the request to update the topological and management information 
(example, such as The configuration manager operates to establish a connection across 
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each subnet on the route by sending requests to element managers to program the subnet 
elements, see abstract). 

Claims 24 and 36 are similar in scope to claim 12 respectively, and is therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

As to claim 13, Pugaczewski discloses a computer-readable medium having 
computer-executable instructions (example, such as the computer readable storage 
medium comprises instructions for determining a route made up of links over the network 
from the first point to the second point, see col., line, 50). 

Claims 25 and 37 are similar in scope to claim 13 respectively, and is therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

As to claim 14, Pugaczewski discloses a computer system having a processor, a 
memory and an operating environment, (example, such as processors and other network 
hardware, UNIX environment, see abstract and col., 9 lines, 35-36). 

Claims 26 and 38 are similar in scope to claim 14 respectively, and is therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 



As to claim 15 , Pugaczewski discloses in a computer system having a graphical 
user interface (example, graphical user interface, see abstract), 
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a method for generating topological and management information (example, the 
responsibility of the Information Manager (IM) is to maintain (create and update) the 
vendor independent topology of the network level view, see col, 8 line, 57-60), the 
method comprising: 

obtaining a request to generate application topological and management 
information corresponding to a plurality of sites associated with a network (example, 
such as, a plurality of sub networks or subnets, the configuration manager operates to 
establish a connection across each subnet on the route by sending requests to element 
managers to program the subnet elements, see col., 1 line, 27 and abstract); 

generating site application topological and management information based upon 
imported site attribute information (example, such as connecting the network hardware 
components from various different hardware platforms to each other. When network 
hardware from various different hardware platforms is connected together, configuration 
is rather difficult. Each hardware platform typically has its own interface that is used to 
configure that type of hardware, see col., 3 lines, 33-39); and 

generating the site application topological and management information on the 
graphical user interface (example, such as instructions for establishing a connection 
between the graphical user interface and the network management system, see col, 3 
lines, 41-55). 



Claim 27 is similar in scope to claim 15, and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 
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As to claim 16 , Pugaczewski discloses, wherein obtaining a request to generate 
application topological and management information corresponding to the plurality of 
sites includes: 

generating a display object on the graphical user interface (see Figure 9 (element 
200)), wherein the display object corresponds to a graphical control for initiating 
generation of topological and management information (example such as, receiving 
control commands through a graphical user interface (GUI), see col, 16 lines, 50-51) 
obtaining a user selection of the display object (example, such as The graphical interface 
includes at least one interface screen displaying information that directs a system user to 
select the first and second service access points, see col., 3 lines, 9-14); and 

generating the request to update the topological and management information 
(example, such as The configuration manager operates to establish a connection across 
each subnet on the route by sending requests to element managers to program the subnet 
elements, see abstract). 

Claim 28 is similar in scope to claim 16, and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
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matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

8. Claims 7-8, 19 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over by Pugaczewski et al. (US Patent No.: 6,903,755) in view of Richardson (US Patent 
No.: 7,146,568). 

As to claim 7 , Pugaczewski does not disclose wherein obtaining site attribute 
information corresponding to the two or more sites includes obtaining health model 
information for the two or more sites. 

Richardson from the same field of endeavor discloses wherein obtaining site 
attribute information corresponding to the two or more sites includes obtaining health 
model information for the two or more sites (example, administrator of a network health 
problems associated with devices and services on the network, see abstract). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skilled in the art to have modified 
Pugaczewski 's network management at the time the invention was made with health 
monitoring as presented by Richardson. 

The motivation to combine to provide managed network health problems 
associated with devices and services on the network with the capability to quickly 
respond to and correct pending network problems before end users of the network are 
impacted. 



As to claims 8, while Pugaczewski teaches wherein processing the 
site attribute information to obtain site application topological and management 
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information; Pugaczewski does not teach obtaining one or more health model processing 
rules associated with the two or more sites; applying the site attribute information to the 
one or more health model processing rules and generating health model information for 
the two or more sites based on the application of the health model processing. 

Richardson from the same field of endeavor discloses, obtaining one or more 
health model processing rules associated with the two or more sites (example, such as 
nnmrules:CPU health characteristic 312, nnmrules:Disk health characteristic 314, 
nnmrules: Memory health characteristic 316, see col., 1 1 lines, 46-60) 

applying the site attribute information to the one or more health model processing 
rules (example, such as nnmrules:CPU health characteristic 312, nnmrules:Disk health 
characteristic 314, nnmrules: Memory health characteristic 316, see col., 11 lines, 46-60); 
and 

generating health model information for the two or more sites based on the 
application of the health model processing rules (example, such as nnmrules: CPU health 
characteristic 312, nnmrules: Disk health characteristic 314, nnmrules:Memory health 
characteristic 316, see col., 11 lines, 46-60). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skilled in the art to have modified 
Pugaczewski 's network management at the time the invention was made with rules as 
presented by Richardson. 

The motivation to combine allows the critical event to be addressed as soon as 
possible in order to minimize negative impact on the end users of the network. 
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Claims 19 and 32 are similar in scope to claim 8 respectively, and is therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments with respect to the amended claims have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that: (a) Pugaczewski et al. does not disclose, teach, or even 
remotely suggest "obtaining a request to generate topological and management 
information," 

The Examiner disagrees for the following reasons. 

Per (a), Pugaczewski et al. disclose, "obtaining a request to generate 
topological and management information," (such as, the configuration manager operates 
to establish a connection across each subnet on the route by sending requests to element 
managers to program the subnet elements, abstract). 

Inquires 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MESEKER TAKELE whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1653. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30AM- 
5:00PM est. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Bashore can be reached on (571) 272-4088. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Meseker Takele/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2175 



/WILLIAM L. BASHORE/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2175 



